
 
 
 

USS Nightmare Awards 
 
 

The USS Nightmare is America’s Premier Haunted Steamboat.  Since its 
conception, it has become bigger, more detailed, more intense, and nationally 
recognized as one of the premier haunts in the nation.  The “Death Dredge” 
strives to provide its patrons with unmatched Halloween fright and fun.  Every 
year, thousands of people experience the USS Nightmare and live to tell the tale 
of America’s “premier haunted steamboat”. 
 
Here are some highlights and awards of the past few seasons as depicted by 
local media, national media, and local haunt reviewers. The information is from 
past seasons therefore dates, times and prices may not be accurate for this 
season. Visit WWW.USSNIGHTMARE.COM for this season’s details. 
 
 
*Local12.com – interview with the Captain of the USS Nightmare 
 
http://www.local12.com/news/local/story.aspx?content_id=d3e4c663-08bc-44a3-
8aa0-ae893622d29e 
 
‘What is the scariest thing on the tour of the USS Nightmare? Well, just look 
at her. The grand old steamboat is authentic in every way. I personally think the 
boat's size (40 minute non-stop fear filled tour) and horrific history is the scariest 
of all. Stop by and watch actual news footage of the Mitchell massacre; live 
action caught on tape as the massive dredge breaks loose on a raging river and 
takes a collision course for disaster. As you tour the 70 year old boat, almost 
every phobia know to man will be experienced by my guest.’ 
 
 
*Haunted Cincinnati – Randy Karshner 
 
www.hauntedcincinnati.com 

‘Actors: 5/5 



This year I have not seen a more motivated well trained acting staff which has 
been so enthusiast. Going through several times got me exactly the same 
results! They walk, they talk and they don’t just jump out for a quick scare. 

Environment: 5/5 

Take one historic boat, pepper it with the most minuet details and lighting and 
you have nothing short of Hollywood sets. Throw in the Cincinnati skyline in the 
background and you simply can’t go wrong.  

Scare Rating: 5/5 (Well Done!)’ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*The Cincinnati Enquirer 
 
http://www.cincinnati.com/freetime/weekend/ussnightmare.html 
 

 

‘This 20,000-square-foot ship is three times bigger than last year. 
Think of any eerie theme and the Nightmare probably has it: 
graveyard, X-Files room, mad scientist, fun house. Docking it on 
the banks of the Ohio River adds to the creative special effects.’ 

 
 

 
 
*The Scare Factor 
 
http://www.thescarefactor.com 
 
‘Fright Effect: 10 Screams  
 
USS Nightmare takes all the elements and puts them together to offer you one of 
the best fright nights we have seen in a long time. If being on the water in a 
rickety old rusted boat isn't enough to scare you, just wait until you get inside. 
Special effects and characters and creatures with thousand of places to hide and 
re-hide will get you at least once through your tour. No matter what you may be 
scared of it will find you on the boat. There is a startle, a jump, and scare for 
each person in your group.’ 
 
 
*Ohio Valley Haunts 
 
http://reviews07.ohiovalleyhaunts.com/ussnightmare.html 
 
‘RATING:  9+, Now in it's 16th year, USS Nightmare is ranked among the 13 
best haunted attractions in the country by Hauntworld magazine.  You can't 
possibly see all it has to offer the first time through, so take advantage of the $5 
re-entry offer, and be prepared to have the ship scared out of you!!’ 
 
 
*HauntWorld Magazine 
 
http://www.hauntworld.com 
 
-TOP 13 HAUNT IN 2006- 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
*Randal’s House of Doom – Randal Schadel 
 
http://community-1.webtv.net/haunt666/RandalsBIGPAGEOF/page5.html 
 
‘They all have an outstanding venue to perform in. The ship is detailed to the 
extreme-both with its original massive pieces of machinery, antiques, and 



specialty props. The pantry, already highly detailed, saw $1000 worth of gory 
props and set dressing added this year. Likewise, the Mitchell Museum (the first 
scene entered) had over $1000 spent on new items (many of them antiques from 
a closed Friday's eatery). Make sure you say 'Hi' to Ryo the skeleton there-I think 
he's using his new hobby of photography to pick up chicks, but at any rate you 
can buy a copy of the picture he takes of you at the end of the tour. There's the 
Meat Locker, The Galley, the exterminators, the side wheel wells (where only a 
rusty grated catwalk stands between you and a long drop into the waters of the 
Ohio River), the Tombs, the Ship's Sick Bay, and more. For a real treat, check 
out the details in Ana's Room (Ana is Captain Mitchell's homicidal daughter). A 
large stuffed Panda features a huge scar on its forehead and golden letters sewn 
across its belly state 'Dady Killz'. Child's artwork posted on the walls display 
demented images and messages. All the toys appear normal at first glance, but 
upon closer examination are just...wrong. This sort of detail permeates the entire 
ship-there are layers upon layers of things to discover every time through.’ 
 
Best Costuming-USS Nightmare  
Best Character Makeup-USS Nightmare  
Best Sound-USS Nightmare  
Best Lighting-USS Nightmare 
 
*USS Nightmare-5 Stars-Legendary!* 
 
Voted best Haunt in Cincinnati from 2003-2006 
 
 
 
*City Blood Haunt Reviews 
 
http://ohioshaunted.com/?v_action=ussnightmarereview 
 
*Voted best haunt in Kentucky for 2007 
 
‘Final Stab-9.4: USS Nightmare has really brought it’s ‘A’ game this year and 
has become better than ever. The actors are more intense, there are some 
surprise scenes you have to see to believe and overall it's just a more terrifying  
experience. If you think you know the USS Nightmare, think again.’ 
 

 
www.ussnightmare.com 


